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SVUK - home of the new science that is key to the
future of the independent optometry sector 



No one was ready for 
the heart rending 
tale Lisa Bochenek 

told delegates at last 
year’s SVUK Internation-
al Conference.

Her six-year-old son had 
been suffering from an hor-
rific range of conditions, all 
on the autism spectrum.

He struggled with reading 
and sums. He was hyperac-
tive, unable to concentrate 
and constantly fearful.

Crossed wires
Oli could not distinguish 

between needing the toilet 
and feeling hungry.

When his mother touched 
him he could not say where 
on his body it had been.

He went deaf while eating, 
or drinking.

His gait was stiff and awk-
ward.  He was clumsy.

It was as if Oli’s senses of 
taste, touch and hearing and 
his internal processes were 
all cross-wired.

Fearful
He was terrified of going 

outside - he had ceased in-
teracting with the world.

Mrs. Bochenek had trav-
elled continents seeking help 
for her son.

And it was just before they 
were due to fly to Colorado 

that she heard about Geraint 
Griffiths and paid him a visit. 

Lisa, said: “I was disbe-
lieving when he claimed 
everything affecting Oli was 
down to vision.

America
“I thought that was one 

hell of a statement given my 
amazing boy’s catalogue of 
problems.”

Then Lisa flew to the US 
and was hit by a hammer 
blow.  A neurologist told her 
Oli’s condition 
was regressive 
and she might 
lose him.

Salvation
But then 

she saw world 
renowned be-
havioural op-
tometrist, Lynn 
Hellerstein, 
at Colorado’s 
Sensory Thera-
pies and Re-
search Centre.

And she 
urged Mrs. Bo-
chenek to trust 
the man from 
Leicestershire.

Lisa, said: 
“Lynn read the 
prescription 
Geraint had 

given Oliver.
“She said whoever had 

written it knew what he was 
doing. 

“She also told me she 
would not prescribe for Oli.

“Lynn said I had the best 
solution for his problems in 
my own country - on my own 
doorstep.

Help at hand
“Thank God Geraint’s 

practice is just an hour away 
from our home.”
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Watershed
The independent 
optometry sector 
was the winner 
at 2015’s SVUK 
conference - but
it was a young 
boy who turned 
out to be the star

VIP: (left) Lisa Bochenek was delighted to present Claire 
Shore with her Schoolvision® diploma.

Records: last year there were more delegates and more sign-ups to sport and schoolvision diploma courses than ever before.

Moving story: Geraint Griffiths and Oli Bochenek.

Our Partners
at Conference

SVUK Ltd
9 Leicester Road
Anstey, Leicestershire
LE7 7AT
VAT No: 816 9069
Registered in England
Company No: 3652002

Our 2016 Conference 
will be staged at the 
Hilton East Midlands.

Set in grounds next to East 
Midlands Airport, the venue 
has unmatched air, rail and 
road network connections.

There are accommodation, 
dining and leisure facilities for 
delegates who wish to stay 
overnight.

Conference attendance for 
ASvP members is free.

There is a £40 delegate fee 
for non-members.

Attendance carries three 
CET points.

October 9

Registration & programme 
details for the SVUK 2016 
International Conference 
can be found at:
www.sportvision.co.uk
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The moving conclusion to 
Lisa’s story revealed how Oli’s 
life was then transformed.

Mr. Griffiths has undertak-
en decades of research into 
binocular vision.

He began by investigating 
the effect minute aberrations 
in the eyes of elite world-
class athletes had on their 
sporting performance.

Lives blighted
That led to his realising 

how devastating an impact 
imbalances in binocular vi-
sion could have on children’s 
development.

Arguably his most impor-
tant discovery was realising 
how young brains responded 
to timely intervention.

New science
That has led to him devel-

oping an entirely new area 
of optometric science under-
pinned by a new approach to 
diagnosis and treatment. 

In cases such as Oli’s, Mr. 

Griffiths has consistently 
shown how correct prescrib-
ing leads to the inevitable 
restructuring of the brain’s 
neural pathways and a nor-
malising of the eye’s extra-
ocular muscle control.

Breakthrough
It is a cure for that which 

was thought incurable.
Lisa told the conference 

how treatment had taken her 
young boy from a life in peril 
to one of huge promise.

Resolution
Those of Oli’s autism-spec-

trum conditions that did not 
immediately disappear grad-
ually resolved over time, she 
explained.

His lens prescriptions had 
reduced too, she said.

Oli’s story came to a trium-
phant end as Lisa told how he 
has gone on to win entry to 
Rutland’s prestigious Upping-
ham School a year ahead of 
his classmates.

Event O.x.f.o.r.d

2015

Persuasive voice: dyslexic 
Ben Kittow told delegates 
that if he had received a 
Schoolvision® assessment 
at six and not 15 years old 
he would have got better 
grades throughout his 
education.
  “Reading,” he said, “is now 
like how all of you must see 
it, er . . . normal!” 

Oxford was a water-
shed conference 
in every regard.

SVUK was no longer 
focused on encouraging 
people to attend the event 
so much as managing their 
growing interest in the com-
pany’s new science.

Record breaking
There were more at-

tendees than ever.  More 
delegates 
signed up 
for School-
vision® and 
Sportvi-
sion® diplo-
ma courses 
than ever.

Member-
ship of the 
Association 
of School 

and Sportvsion Practitioners 
(ASvP) soared.

Massive interest
There was also a surge in 

interest from manufacturers.
Companies are realising 

the scale of the breakthrough 
that has been achieved.

And while prism prescrib-
ing rates among ASvP mem-
bers may be a concern for 
NHS funders, the bigger 
picture is becoming clear to 

everyone else.
Without Schoolvision® Oli 

Bochenek is likely to have 
required tens of thousands 
of pounds worth of Special 
Educational Needs and other 
support.

That is before the cost of 
his loss of opportunity in 
adult life is even considered.

The minimal sum needed 
to cure him would silence the 
most sceptical accountant 
studying the balance sheet.

Staggering demand
There are thousands more 

‘Olies’ and millions of chil-
dren whose life-chances are 
blighted by less severe binoc-
ular vision problems than his.

It does not take a genius 
to figure out the magnitude 
of the return wide-spread 
adoption of Geraint Griffiths’ 
new science would bring.

Nor does it require much 
imagination for industry to 
spot the colossal commer-
cial opportunity arising from 
Schoolvision®.

And anyone who failed see 
the opportunity Sportvision® 

presented would quickly 
have been persuaded by 
John  Leighton-Dyson.

No one knows better 
than the plain-spoken 
shooting guru how much 

clay gunners will pay to gain 
an edge.

Competitiveness
Nor was he slow in ex-

plaining how big a difference 
correcting a shooter’s binoc-
ular vision could make to his 
competitiveness.

Both he and Shamir’s 
Tanya Henderson pointed 
out just how many occupa-
tions and mass participation 
sports there were presenting 
juicy commercial apples for 
optometrists to pluck from 
the tree.

Crucial factor
Of fundamental impor-

tance to op-
tometry’s 
independ-
ent sector is 
that neither 
Schoolvi-
sion®, nor 
Sportvi-
sion®, fits 
into the 
current cor-
porate busi-
ness model.

Eye opener

On target: John 
Leighton-Dyson.

Staunch ally: 
Shamir’s Tanya 
Henderson.

Our understanding of 
the role tints play 
in patient care has 

grown exponentially through 
our development of the new 
twin sciences of Schoolvi-
sion® and Sportvision®.

And there is a crucial need 
for consistency and accuracy in 
prescribing them.

Essential test
The diagnostic ‘gold-stand-

ard’ for ASvP members is the 
Eye Bright (EBT) test.

Since its inception, we have 
relied on the one maker we 
know has the expertise to meet 
our exacting quality require-
ments.

Indeed, Leicester Optical’s 
MD, Mike Keily, has been our 
partner in developing the kit.

His Rothley-based team are 
expert in making complex, high 
prism prescriptions, bifocals at 
near only and Franklin splits and 
unusual combinations of vertical 
and horizontal prism.

New agreement
And now Mike has offered to 

match every EBT tinted lens our 
members buy from him with a £1 
contribution to ASvP funds.

The cash will be used exclu-
sively for delivering member 
benefits.

Price accordingly
Schoolvision® and Sportvi-

sion® are premium services.  
EBT tints are a matched product 
and so carry a premium price.

And at just £5 per lens to 
ASvP members, they are superb 
value.

Guarantee
They come with a certificate 

of authenticity that gives patients 
a guarantee of the premium care 
they are receiving.

If you prescribe on the basis 
of the EBT, we recommend a 
minimum surcharge of £15 per 
lens be added to the cost price, 
whatever tint, filter or photochro-
mic lens you choose.

For information about ASvP 
diploma courses visit:

www.sportvision.co.uk

Eye Bright 
tints turn to 
members’
advantage 

Diagnostic: The Eye Bright 
test is a key component in 
Sportvision® assessments.



4

SVUK’s scientific re-
search has taken a 
quantum leap for-

ward thanks to a new 
funding deal.

It is the first time the 
team led by company MD, 
Geraint Griffiths, has re-
ceived private backing.

It is also a clear indication 
of the rapidly growing inter-
est in this crucial area of op-
tometry.

Original research
There was astonishment 

among educationalists in 
2006 when his initial re-
search in the West Midlands 
pointed to 60 per cent of 
school children being pre-
disposed to dyslexia.

Following that project, 
teachers at Wolverhamp-
ton’s Moreton School report-
ed a 30 per cent increase in 
educational performance 
among the test subjects 
who received treatment for 
aberrations in their binocu-
lar vision.

The school serves a com-
munity in which, at the 
time, there were extraordi-
narily high levels of poverty 
and deprivation.

Now Mr. Griffiths is focus-
ing on Hemyock Primary 
School, Devon.

No difference
The social and economic 

circumstances of children 
are starkly different from 
those in Wolverhampton.

Yet the first indications 
are that the prevalence of 
vision deficiencies among 
pupils in both communities 
is the same.

That strengthens the 
suspicion that 60 per cent 
of all children may be pre-
disposed to educationally 
limiting vision problems no 
matter what their socio-
economic backgrounds, or 
where they are from.

And that points to a na-

tionally important need for 
SVUK’s scientific research to 
be widened and accelerated.

Mr. Griffiths, said: “I am 
very pleased that the wider 
optometry profession is now 
taking a keen interest in this 
field of study.

Word spreading
“There is growing political 

interest too. Earlier this year 
we welcomed Leicestershire 
MP Edward Argar to our 
centre, in Anstey.

“He has a particular in-
terest in health and was 
extremely keen to know 
more about our research in 
schools.”

 Mr. Griffiths reported 
similar levels of interest in 
his team’s work among the 
teaching staff and parents in 
Devon.

School cluster
He said there was a pos-

sibility that the research 
could be extended to the 11 
other schools in the acad-
emy group.

A further study has been 
proposed by his backers for 
an even larger study among 
a group of schools in Lon-
don.

Mr. Griffiths said his pre-
liminary  screening at He-
myock looked at how many 
pupils were at risk of visu-
ally related learning difficul-
ties.

He added: “Most of 
year three and four were 
screened.

“We also looked at se-
lected pupils from years 
five and six about whom the 
teachers were concerned.”

Revelation
The results revealed that 

every child had five or more 
deficiencies in the diagnos-
tic elements of visual per-
formance.

Mr. Griffiths, said: “The 
mean levels over the five 
school ‘years’ ranged from 

9.82 to 12.1 with a highest-
rated deficiency being in 
year five.

“The conclusion from the 
screening was that all chil-
dren needed to be tested.

“We have no normative 
data for primary education 
so don’t know if we should 
be surprised or not by this 
finding.

“What it revealed in year 
four children was that cor-
recting the deficiencies we 
found on average increased 
reading speed by four sec-
onds using the Schoolvi-
sion® Crest test (i.e. rate of 
individual character recog-
nition: P equals 0.0074).”

Growing demand
Mr. Griffiths said that what 

had become clear, even be-
fore the nine-month study’s  
results were published, was 
that there would  be a rap-
idly increasing demand for 
Schoolvision® qualified op-
tometrists.

Their professional body is 
the Association of Schoolvi-
sion and Sportvision Practi-
tioners (ASvP).

Mr. Griffiths said SVUK 
would be referring schools, 
teachers and parents to 
ASvP members in their ar-
eas.

He added that optom-
etrists with Schoolvision® 
diplomas who wished to be 
included in the panel would 
need to bring their skills up 
to date and take up ASvP 
membership.

Across the world
He said there were now 

trained practitioners in 
many parts of the UK and as 
far afield as New Zealand, 
South Africa, Australia and 
across Europe.

He was nevertheless con-
cerned that many more op-
tometrists would be needed 
to meet the inevitable de-
mand.
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Hemyock
Private funding has 
launched research into 
children’s vision in the 

West Country - London will be next

SVUK believes School-
vision® and Sportvi-
sion® are key to the 

future of the independent 
optometry sector.

And key to developing the 
new science that underpins 
them will be new collabora-
tions with industry.

Pioneering
SVUK’s groundbreaking 

approach to vision assess-
ment and treatment has al-
ready seen the invention of 
new diagnostic equipment.

A new approach to lens de-
sign is also in development.

And it is certain that ongo-
ing research into education-
al and sports optometry will 
lead to more innovations.

Key players
So growing interest in this 

work from companies such 
as Mark’ennovy and Bolle 
has been keenly welcomed.

Bespoke contact lens 
manufacturer, Mark’ennovy, 
began its collaboration with 
SVUK, when its UK and Ire-
land sales director, Gary 
Daniels, gave a presentation 
to a group of ASvP Schoolvi-
sion® diploma students.

Midlands base
Meanwhile his colleague, 

European professional af-
fairs director, Laura Oliveira, 
visited SVUK’s Leicester-
shire centre to study School-
vision® screening.

Bolle’s interest lies in the 
huge market potential of 
Sportvision®.

The company’s expertise 
in children’s eye protection 
is of particular importance 
to SVUK.

Partnership
Key accounts manager, 

Elaine Morrison, has already 
made a fine partnership with 
Shamir’s Tanya Henderson in 
delivering ASvP diploma course 
frame and lens workshops.

And, of course, no one has 
contributed more over the 
years to the expansion of 
Schoolvision® and Sportvi-
sion® than Tanya and Shamir 
through their unstinting sup-
port of the SVUK Internation-
al Conference series.

Industry 
coming
on board


